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1 VISIT INDIANSUMMERFEST.CA FOR MORE INFO

Tickets are required for most events and registration for free events. 
You may purchase or register online, by phone or in-person.

All ticket prices include taxes. Service fees are charged by service provider.
Please note all tickets are “e-tickets”, which may be shown on your mobile device or printed at 
home. If neither of these options are available to you, please contact info@indiansummerfest.ca 
to request your tickets be held at the door for pick-up. 

Indiansummerfest.ca
Tickets available online 
up to 2 hours prior to the 
event commencement

ONLINE

 604 283 9172 
 Monday-Thursday 
10am-5pm - press 2 for
 Box Of� ce 

BY PHONE

At the door while tickets remain. Events 
do sell out - advanced booking is advised! 
Please note that some free events also 
require advance registration (especially 
where spots are limited).

IN PERSON (CREDIT CARD/CASH)

HOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS

“Celebrating arts, culture and ideas as 
Canada’s community-engaged 

research university.”  

www.sfu.ca
SFU is proud to be Founding Partner of ISF
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Indian Summer Festival is more than a series of arts 
events. It is a model for what the world could look like, if 
we came together with all the power of human diversity, 
innovation, creativity and wisdom. This is all the more 
important in an era when we seem to be building more 
walls between people. 

Much like the festival itself, our cause is multi-faceted. 
We promote diversity and dialogue, birth and develop 
collaboration between artists, provide access to the arts for 
everyone, and showcase arts through a South Asian lens.

This year, Indian Summer Festival takes on the massive 
theme of ‘Tricksters, Magicians and Oracles’. Tricksters exist 
in every culture - they are quick, brilliant, and play tricks 
with our senses. We give them the right to offend, and 
in exchange, they give us new perspectives. Magicians 
conjure up, out of nothing, beautiful works of art, or new 
realities to reach for. Oracles light the path towards futures 
unknown to us, but that they have already envisioned. 

To explore all of this, we at Indian Summer seek to 
preserve and promote the art and thought of South Asia 
by amplifying the voices of South Asian artists in dialogue 
with those from other communities. Our programming is a 
combination of emerging talent and some of the world’s 
most celebrated artists.

We are humbled to be recognized as the only festival of 
its kind in Canada, and we are deeply grateful for the 
support of the community in bringing us here. We look 
forward to your ongoing support as we strive to share the 
transformative power of the arts with everyone. 

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CONTENTS

Throughout the program, you will see the Taike logo 
alongside numerous events. ‘Taike’ is a word that 
Punjabi communities in BC used to refer to their First 
Nations neighbours. It means ‘father’s elder brother,’ and 
demonstrates the sense of respect, kinship and solidarity 
that existed when South Asian and First Nations men 
worked together in the lumber mills. With the intention 
to reignite this sense of kinship between our communities, 
Indian Summer Festival has introduced a multi-year 
strategic programming stream intended to bring together 
South Asian and Indigenous artists in meaningful 
collaborations and conversations.

Indian Summer Festival takes place 
on the unceded Coast Salish 
territories of the Skwxwú7mesh 
(Squamish), Səl í̓lwətaɬ (Tsleil-
Waututh), and xʷməθkwəyə̓m 
(Musqueam) Nations. As a festival 
celebrating diverse perspectives, 
Indian Summer Festival offers 
our gratitude to the Coast Salish 
people who continue to steward 
these lands and waters.

CO-FOUNDER

& ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

SIRISH RAO

LITERATURE

FREE EVENTS

IDEAS

CULINARY

MUSIC

VISUAL

MOBILITY ACCESS

COMPANION TICKETING

PRIORITY & ASSIGNED SEATING

ARTISTIC SIGN LANGUAGE

LOW VISION FRIENDLY
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PARTYPARTY
Featuring Chef Vikram Vij 
& Friends 

5 6

HOSPITALITY PARTNERS

WHERE

TICKETS

PRESENTING PARTNER

THURSDAY

JULY 4, 7:00PM

$125

Roundhouse Community Arts 
& Recreation Centre,
181 Roundhouse Mews,
Vancouver

ISF2019 kicks off with one of the city’s most sought-after summer 
parties. Glamorous guests, � ne sips, and culinary creations 
conjured up by Vancouver’s top chefs have made this a sold-out 
event eight years in a row.

In keeping with the festival’s 2019 theme of ‘Tricksters, 
Magicians and Oracles’, the Roundhouse is transformed into a 
magical circus for an evening, featuring jugglers, fortune tellers 
and musicians. Culinary magician Vikram Vij invites some of 
Vancouver’s top chefs to be inspired by the festival’s theme and 
take you on a gastronomic journey around the world.

Be sure to don your � nest (the cameras will be out), and bring 
an appetite and your dancing shoes. Your ticket includes food 
and a complimentary beverage.

Our culinary artists represent the following restaurants: My 
Shanti, Blue Water Cafe, Tayybeh, Jamjar, La Bodega, Medina, 
Ancora and La Glace.

“Attracts the who’s who of Vancouver… 
there’s not another event like it on the 
summer calendar in Vancouver.” 

– Georgia Straight

“Vibrant and glamorous… 
the venue was transformed.” 

– Montecristo Magazine
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Vancouver

7 8

FRIDAY

JULY 5, 8:00PM
Doors/Bar Open at 7pm

5×15 features � ve stellar speakers, speaking for � fteen 
minutes each on a topic they are passionate about. What the 
audience gets is a brainy, eclectic and magical lineup of minds 
communicating with rigour and punch. 

5×15 originated in London and now has chapters in New York 
and Milan. The series has hosted speakers like Gloria Steinem, 
Salman Rushdie, Malcolm Gladwell and Eve Ensler. ISF is 
proud to be the only Canadian host of 5×15, with � ve hugely 
successful iterations of the event so far, featuring Canadian and 
international stars such as Reza Aslan, Ivan Coyote, Vivek Shraya, 
Talvin Singh, Bif Naked, Kamila Shamsie and Wade Davis.

Our all-star line-up of speakers in 2019 includes:

TED sensation and acclaimed writer PICO IYER on ‘Matters of 
Life and Death’
Literary bluesman ARTHUR FLOWERS on ‘Reclaiming 
Brer Rabbit’
Novelist EDEN ROBINSON on ‘Tricksters Forever’
Comic genius KAMAL PANDYA on ‘Sometimes, Y: How the 
British Stole My Gender’
Poll Pundit SHACHI KURL on ‘I Know What You Think 
About Immigration’

5x15 Vancouver is hosted by award-winning broadcaster 
Sonia Beeksma.

“If 5×15’s packed soirées feel like an 
evening of offl  ine, communal surfi ng, 
it’s due to the eclectic menu of speakers.”

– Th e New York Times

WHERE

TICKETS

PRESENTING PARTNER

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

Roundhouse Community Arts 
& Recreation Centre,
181 Roundhouse Mews,
Vancouver

$20 - $25

IDEAS SERIES PARTNER
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WHERE

SATURDAY

JULY 6, 8:00PM

Imperial Vancouver, 
319 Main St, Vancouver

Jarrett Martineau, charismatic host of ‘Reclaimed’ on CBC curates a galaxy of potent voices from 
across Canada in this evening bursting with talent. From Inuit throat singing to 808-hip-hop beats, join 
us for an unforgettable immersive evening of genre-bending music and diasporic dance � oor beats. 

The night will feature multiple Vancouver premieres by some of Canada’s brightest stars in South 
Asian, Indigenous, Queer, Filipinx, and diasporic music and movement. As communities long 
excluded from popular culture reclaim spaces to be heard and be seen, Conjuring the Future makes 
space for many voices and bodies to weave, � ow, and dance together. Come celebrate power 
and pride, and conjure our collective futures into being.

Featuring performances by:

*HUMBLE THE POET Toronto-bred YouTube star, hip-hop & spoken word artist, and best-selling author.

*PIQSIQ Throat singing duo Inuksuk Mackay and Tiffany Kuliktana Ayalik of JUNO-winning group 
Quantum Tangle join forces with RUBY SINGH and his multimedia soundscapes.

*HANHAN Rising Filipina-Canadian emcee and operating room nurse, brings Pinoy power to 
raps in her native Tagalog and Cebuano languages

*SIKH KNOWLEDGE Dancefloor-filling, 100% homophobia-free blend of electronic, 
dancehall and roots reggae sounds by acclaimed Montreal-based, out and queer DJ 

Kanwar Anit Singh Saini aka Sikh Knowledge.

DAME VINYL Led by Squamish Nation member DJ Paisley Eva, DAME 
is a feminist DJ collective that mentors and creates opportunities for 
aspiring DJs, focusing on women, trans, and nonbinary folx.

TICKETS

PARTNERS

$30 - $40

IMMIGRANT LESSONS 
A powerhouse local dance crew and 

art-dance-fashion collective, combine 
their original work to advocate for 

marginalized communities.

CHIMERIK COLLECTIVE 
An internationally renowned media 
collective with arms stretching 
from Taipei to Vancouver, offering 
immersive and expansive visual 
accompaniment to the evening.

* = Vancouver Premiere

“Martineau puts Indigenous creative 
arts in the spotlight—and the world is watching.” 

– Kate Hildebrant



on Love, 
        Life & 
Mortality 

  PICO 
IYER
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SUNDAY

WHERE

TICKETS

PRESENTING PARTNER

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

Museum of Vancouver,
1100 Chestnut St, Vancouver

$20 - $25

JULY 7, 5:00PM

What does it mean to be alive? And how do we hold 
onto the beings we love, even though we know we 
and they must come to an end one day?

Thinker, writer, and world-traveller TED 
favourite Pico Iyer has spent his life answering 
the great questions of humankind. Pico, a 
friend and biographer of the Dalai Lama, 
has the gift of finding and cultivating 
stillness in the whirlwind of our times. His 
landmark TED talk on the art of stillness 
reminds us that true wisdom lies not in 
knowing everything, but learning to 
accept and find beauty in how little we 
can truly know.

With his latest book ‘Autumn Light’, 
Pico brings us a lyrical meditation on 
the impermanence of life. Following the 
unexpected death of his Japanese father-
in-law, Pico undertakes a life-affirming 
investigation into the human condition, 
inspired by the wisdom of the cultural 
traditions of his adopted country of Japan.

With this book and this talk, Pico reminds us never 
to take the people and things we hold dear 
for granted. Pico will be in conversation 
with writer and editor Anna Ling Kaye.

“An exquisite personal 
blend of philosophy 

and engagement, inner 
quiet and worldly life.” 

– Th e Los Angeles Times

IDEAS SERIES PARTNER



AMITAV GHOSH
on The Great Derangement 

13 14

TUESDAY

WHERE

TICKETS

PRESENTING PARTNERS

EVENT SUPPORTING PARTNERS

SFU Goldcorp 
Centre for the Arts,
149 W Hastings St, 
Vancouver

$15 - $50

JULY 9, 8:00PM

Are we deranged? Acclaimed Indian novelist 
Amitav Ghosh argues that future generations may 
well think so, given our imaginative failure in the 
face of global warming. In this special presentation, 
Ghosh charts the complicity of � ction in shaping 
the priorities and consumer choices of the world 
we have created. When our descendants look 
back at this moment from a “substantially altered 
world”, he predicts, they will conclude that ours 
was a time when most forms of art and literature 
prevented people from recognizing the realities of 
their plight. They will think of our current moment 
on earth as the “time of the Great Derangement”.

Through Ghosh’s formidable body of work, he 
has unearthed the stories of ordinary people 
from the debris of empires. Here Ghosh argues 
against seeing the climate crisis in terms of the 
questions it poses to the individual conscience, 
because the response it demands cannot be left 
to the individual conscience. Here is a great 
writer’s eloquent summons to confront the most 
urgent task of our time.

“On very rare occasions, a writer marshals such searing 
insight and storytelling skill that even a well-trodden 
subject is blown wide open. New connections are made, 
new futures appear. Ghosh is that kind of writer.” 

– Naomi Klein

IDEAS SERIES PARTNER



with Deborah Baker
15 16

Pulitzer Prize nominee Deborah Baker takes us back to 
the moment when America’s edgiest writers looked to 
India for answers as India looked to the West. In 1961 
Allen Ginsberg, ecstatic sensualist and the voice of a 
generation, left New York by boat for Bombay. Baker 
follows Ginsberg and his companions as they travel 
from the ashrams of the Himalayan foothills to the opium 
dens of Delhi and the burning pyres of Benares. They 
encounter an India of charlatans and saints, a country 
of spectacular beauty and spiritual promise and of 
devastating poverty and political unease.

The fifteen months he spent in India had a lasting 
influence on Ginsberg and on American counterculture. 
The trip not only changed his life, it helped spawn 
generations of hippies, hipsters, writers, artists, rock-stars 
and soul-searchers. This is the story of a search for God, 
for love, and for peace in the shadow of the atomic 
bomb. It is also a story of India – its gods and its poets, 
its politics and its place in expanding the possibilities of 
the western consciousness.

WHERE

TICKETS

EVENT SUPPORTING PARTNERS

WEDNESDAY

JULY 10, 6:00PM

SFU Goldcorp 
Centre for the Arts,

149 W Hastings St, 
Vancouver

$15 - $25

“A fabulous book – comic, tragic, and written 
with great verve and nerve -about the Beats 
and their ‘passage to India’”. 

– Michael Ondaatje

IDEAS SERIES PARTNER
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WHERE

TICKETS

CO-PRESENTING PARTNERS

WEDNESDAY 

JULY 10, 8:00PM

SFU Goldcorp
 Centre for the Arts,
149 W Hastings St, 

Vancouver

$22 - $30

SIDE ENTERTAINMENT

From Richard Side, creator of the hit radio series The 
Debaters on CBC Radio One comes an entertaining new 
stage format that asks a panel of talented comedians and 
the audience to decide where jokes cross the line and go 
from being inoffensive to being off-putting and even toxic. 

Trigger Me This showcases some of Canada’s funniest people: 
Zarqa Nawaz, creator of the hit sitcom Little Mosque on the 
Prairie, Vancouver favourite Yumi Nagashima, Canadian 
Comedy Awards nominee Darcy Michael, Comedy Lab co-
producer Dakota Ray Hebert, and JUNO Nominee Mayce 
Galoni with Richard Side himself playing host. 
 
The � rst half of the evening will follow a traditional stand-up 
format, the second half will poll the audience for comments 
and votes. This is the premiere of the format, which makes 
you the very � rst audience to ever experience it! Come 
early and grab a pre-show drink at the bar onsite. Seating 
is � rst come, � rst served. 
 

TRIGGER WARNING 
The intention of this event is to explore 
mature content (not suitable for children), 
with a curiosity about the right to 
offend – to whom is the right to offend 
given, and when? As a result, this 
event will reference sensitive sites 
of identity, marginalization, and/or 
lived experiences. The artists and 
audience may cross boundaries, 
i n  o rde r  t o  genu i ne l y 
interrogate the location of 
comedy and humour in this 
speci� c political moment.

An Evening of Comedy, 
Outrage & Debate

“Writer, actor and improv comedy 
master Richard Side has run Canada’s 
hottest virtual comedy club” 

– Th e Vancouver Sun

IDEAS SERIES PARTNER



STRINGS 
FOR PEACE

WORLD PREMIERE

Amjad Ali Khan, Sharon Isbin,
Amaan Ali Bangash 
& Ayaan Ali Bangash

19 20

Amjad Ali Khan is the undisputed master of the sarod, 
and one of India’s most celebrated classical musicians. 
His ancestors developed and shaped the beautiful 
nineteen stringed instrument, and his richly talented 
sons Amaan and Ayaan Ali Bangash are the seventh 
generation of the family to play it.

In this rare concert, the first family of the sarod comes 
together wi th three - t ime Grammy Award -winning 
classical guitarist Sharon Isbin. Hailed as “the pre-
eminent guitarist of our time”, Isbin has performed as a 
soloist with over 200 orchestras and is the Director of 
the guitar department at the prestigious Juilliard School 
(a department she created in 1989).

Isbin and the Khans bring together two worlds that are 
often held to be radically different. They preserve the 
essence of both traditions, creating ways for them to flow 
into each other without artistic compromise. Presenting 
a range of music, from Spanish work for guitar to ragas 
and folk tunes, these outstanding musicians make an 
eloquent and impassioned call for harmony – in music, 
in religions, in cultures, and in the world.

Each of these artists could command a concert hall in their 
own right. They come together for this special collaboration 
which sees its world premiere at Indian Summer Festival.

WHERE

TICKETS

PRESENTING PARTNER

COMMUNITY PARTNER

FRIDAY

JULY 12, 8:00PM

Chan Centre for the 
Performing Arts,
6265 Crescent Rd, Vancouver

$42 - $95
Ticket sales for this event 
are managed by the 
Chan Centre for the 
Performing Arts.

“Amjad Ali Khan, who, for many, is 
god-like in his dramatic powers on 
the Sarod, delivers his music with 
the emotional voltage of the blues…” 

– Th e Edinburgh Herald

“It would be hard – make that 
nearly impossible – to fi nd an 
American classical guitarist more 
infl uential than Sharon Isbin.” 

– Th e Washington Post

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

STRINGS FOR PEACE WORLD 

PREMIERE: BLIND AND LOW VISION 

RECEPTION, SEE PAGE 38
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TICKETS

CO-PRESENTED BY

$15 - $30 
Ticket sales for this event 

are managed by the 
Vancouver Art Gallery.

Vancouver Art Gallery,
750 Hornby St, Vancouver

12PM | DANCE/THEATRE BY ARASH KHAKPOUR OF THE 
BITING SCHOOL WITH MARISA GOLD

Arash Khakpour is a dance artist and choreographer. 
He is interested in dance as a language to research 
human conditions through historical, social, political 
and existential interpretations. 

1PM | CURATOR’S TOUR: DIANA FREUNDL WITH SIRISH RAO

Join Diana Freundl, Associate Curator of Asian Ar t, 
Vancouver Ar t Galler y, for a tour of Moving Sti l l : 
Performative Photography in India, with Sirish Rao, Artistic 
Director, Indian Summer Festival.

2PM | MUSIC – SITAR AND BEATS BY MOHAMED ASSANI 
AND ANNE LEADER

Mohamed Assani is an award-winning sitar player and an 
ambassador for his rich musical tradition. He brings the 
sitar to new audiences through innovative collaborations 
that have stretched the boundaries of his instrument. Anne 
Leader is a musician, composer and educator with an 
interest in musical instruments from around the world, and 
India in particular.

3PM | KEYNOTE LECTURE: SUNIL GUPTA

Sunil Gupta is an artist, educator, curator and recent 
doctoral graduate of the University of Westminster’s School 
of Arts and Media. Throughout his practice, Gupta has 
consistently used photography to critically address issues 
of race, migration and queer identity. Since the 1970s, 
Gupta has explored the politics of homosexual experience 
through the lens of his own identity as an HIV-positive 
Indian man, living and working in both England and India.

SATURDAY

JULY 13, 12PM-4PM

Look out for the transformed third fl oor Rotunda, 
conceived by ISF Artistic Director Sirish 
Rao, featuring murals by ISF 
alumnus Sandeep 
Johal!

ISF2019 
collaborates 
once again with 
the Vancouver Art Gallery 
to present a day of special 
programming at the Gallery. ISF x 
VAG coincides with the major exhibition 
Moving Still: Performative Photography in India, 
now on view through September 2, which focuses 
on the photo-based practices of  thirteen contemporary 
Indian artists. This full-day of programming is inspired by 
the exhibition’s themes of migration, gender, religion and 
national identity and includes dance performances, music, a 
keynote lecture and a curator’s tour.
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WHERE

TICKETS

IDEAS SERIES PARTNER

SATURDAY

JULY 13, 9:00PM

Vancouver Playhouse,
600 Hamilton St, Vancouver

$25 - $45

Hari Kondabolu is a comedian, writer & podcaster based 
in Brooklyn, NY. His Net� ix special “Warn Your Relatives” 
was released in 2018 and he was named one of Variety’s 
Top 10 Comics To Watch. Hari has performed on The 
Late Show with David Letterman, Conan, Jimmy Kimmel 
Live, John Oliver’s NY Stand-Up Show, @Midnight & 
has his own half-hour special on Comedy Central. He is 
also a former writer & correspondent on the Chris Rock 
produced FX TV show “Totally Biased with W. Kamau 
Bell.” Hari carries forward the time-honoured tradition of 
the jester who exposes hypocrisy and questions power. In 
2017, he released his critically acclaimed documentary 

“The Problem with Apu”, tackling the stereotypical Indian 
character on The Simpsons. The documentary stirred an 
earnest international discussion about perpetuating cultural 
stereotypes. Hari has released two comedy albums, 

“Waiting for 2042” & “Mainstream American Comic” with 
the legendary indie rock label Kill Rock Stars.

Hari returns to Vancouver after a history of sold-out shows 
in the city, with his trademark skillful blending of 

the personal and the political. Don’t miss this 
chance to see one of the most exciting 

comic voices in the polished yet intimate 
setting of the Playhouse Theatre.

“One of the most exciting political 

comics in stand-up today.” 

– New York Times
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The PAUSE pavilion hosts an innovative public 
art project curated by Joleen Mitton, turning the 
stools that stack into its walls into a surface for art. 
‘Dancing Masks’ features the work of two artists 
whose graphic work is inspired by transformation 
masks, especially those used in performance.

Coast Salish and Kwakwaka’wakw artist 
Maynard Johnny Jr. is an artist, carver and 
jewelry designer working in the tradition of 
the great artists of the North West Coast. His 
masks will be juxtaposed with the masks 
created by Mumbai-based Kanika Sethi, who 
draws inspiration from a range of masks 
from performance traditions across India.

The artists’ work speaks to the festival theme of 
‘Tricksters, Magicians & Oracles’, and offers a 
powerful conversation between South Asian 
and Coast Salish artistic traditions. A further 
weaving of cultures is performed by members 
of the public who interact with pause, as they 
take stools off the walls to sit on, and then 
replace in new con� gurations to create an 
ever-changing gallery of transformation masks.

WHERE

TICKETS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

JULY 6-15

PAUSE Pavilion
Sen á̓ḵw 
(pronounced Sun’ahk, currently 
known as Vanier Park)
1600 Whyte Ave, Vancouver
(Behind Bard on the Beach)

FREE
No registration required

PAUSE is Indian Summer Festival’s 
outdoor programming hub, a 
unique architectural installation 
conceptualized to bring people 
together with an innovative use of 
public space. Against a spectacular 
view of the North Shore mountains 
and downtown Vancouver, PAUSE 
is situated at the site of the village 
of Sen á̓ḵw (pronounced Sun’ahk), 
currently known as Vanier Park. 

The PAUSE Pavilion features free 
events daily throughout Indian Summer 
Festival, including performances, talks 
and dialogues, food, workshops, and 
visual art, featuring a wide range of 
celebrated artists. PAUSE programming 
emphasizes collaborations and 
conversations between South Asian 
and Indigenous artists.

Indian Summer Festival and Books 
2 Prisoners invite you to bring a 
book to the PAUSE Pavilion to give 
to someone living behind bars in 
Canada. Knowing someone cares 
can change a life. Accepting book 
donations from Monday July 8th to 
Sunday July 14th

BOOK DRIVE
DANCING MASKS
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In 1913, the City of Vancouver and the Province of British 
Columbia coerced and removed the Sḵwx w̱ú7mesh 
(Squamish) families living in the community of Sen á̓ḵw (near 
present day Kitsilano Point/Vanier Park) to make way for 
the growth of the City of Vancouver. Vancouver continues to 
occupy the unsurrendered land, but in 2001 the Squamish 
Nation won a historic court settlement for a return of 23% 
of the original property they were allocated by the Federal 
government in 1901.

The lives and stories of the families and what happened 
following their forced eviction is not well known or told.

On a special day to remember the history of Sen á̓ḵw, come 
join a history walking tour with Sḵwx w̱ú7mesh historians 
and descendants. Learn about the lifecycle and social 
and political history of Sen á̓ḵw and the Sḵwx w̱ú7mesh 
(Squamish) people connected to this history.

WHERE

TICKETS

PRESENTING PARTNER

SATURDAY

By Donation $1 - $15
Advance registration required

WHERE

TICKETS

SERIES PARTNER

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNER

MONDAY - FRIDAY

JULY 8-12, 12PM

PAUSE Pavilion
Sen á̓ḵw 

(pronounced Sun’ahk, currently 
known as Vanier Park)

1600 Whyte Ave, Vancouver
(Behind Bard on the Beach)

PAUSE Pavilion
Sen á̓ḵw 
(pronounced Sun’ahk, currently 
known as Vanier Park)
1600 Whyte Ave, Vancouver
(Behind Bard on the Beach)By Donation

Includes vegetarian lunch
Advance registration required
Note: Museum of Vancouver 

is generously providing 
complimentary Museum 
admission to Tiffi n Talks 

attendees: Present your Tiffi n 
Talk ticket at MOV’s visitor 

services for entry.

Tif� n Talks is a � ve-part ideas series showcasing a diverse group of 
thought leaders, artists, innovators, and changemakers, gathering 
to share ideas and a meal together. Every Tif� n Talk features South 
Asian and Indigenous people in conversation with each other on a 
wide range of topics. 

These long table lunches delivered hot on-site in Indian-style tif� ns, 
will return you to your day both nourished and fed. Register for lunch 
for one, listen to brilliant presenters, then dine and converse about 
new ideas surrounded by art, land, and ocean.

Each lunch is limited to 20 people. Book your spots early! All Tif� n 
Talks meals are vegetarian. 

MONDAY JULY 8TH

TIFFIN TALK: WALKING IN OUR FINEST

Internationally celebrated artists Debra Sparrow and Nep Sidhu 
on clothing and identity, moderated by Mita Naidu and curated 
by Joleen Mitton.

TUESDAY JULY 9TH

TIFFIN TALK: ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE

Three heavy-hitter playwrights Renae Morriseau, Rohit Chokhani, 
and Paneet Singh, on shapeshifting and placemaking in theatre, 
moderated by Anoushka Ratnarajah.

WEDNESDAY JULY 10TH

TIFFIN TALK: ART ON THE INSIDE

Three artists whose work shines lights into the margins, Roxanne 
Charles, Shirin Esghi, and Baljit Sangra, on creativity, censorship, 
and incarceration, moderated by Emilee Gilpin.

THURSDAY JULY 11TH

TIFFIN TALK: LAUGHTER FOR THE DARK DAYS 

Little Mosque on the Prairie creator Zarqa Nawaz, writer and 
comedian Charles Demers, and award-winning author Carleigh 
Baker discuss the creation and curation of humour with moderator 
Anna Ling Kaye.

FRIDAY JULY 12TH

TIFFIN TALK: WRITERS IN CONVERSATION

Writers Jonina Kirton, Brandi Bird, and Meharoona Ghani discuss 
creative process, and navigating the Canadian writing community, 
moderated by Shazia Ha� z Ramji, curated by Yilin Wang.

A Lunchtime 
Ideas Series 

JULY 13, 11:30AM



curated by Joleen Mittoncurated by Joleen Mitton

TRANSFORMATION 
                         TEA PARTY

PAUSE
IN THE PARK
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SUPPORTING PARTNER

By Donation
Advance registration required

MEET AT

TICKETS

Museum of Vancouver,
1100 Chestnut St, Vancouver

SUNDAY

JULY 14, 4:00PM
Joleen Mitton modeled for the likes of Kenzo, Lancôme, 
and Vivienne Westwood before turning her formidable 
skills to “raise up Indigenous artistry, materials, and legacy 
with power, visibility, and deepest beauty”. Joleen, now 
the founder of Vancouver Indigenous Fashion Week, teams 
up with Indian Summer Festival to throw a fashion-forward 
tea party in a tribute to the internationally celebrated 
Kwakwaka’wakw carver Beau Dick.

Nibble on delicious bannock and chai, feast your eyes 
and ears on songs and stories with writer and activist 
Linnea Dick (daughter of Beau Dick), witness a gender-
bending contemporary Indigenous drag performance by 
Bo Dyp, experience the � erce lyricism of JB the First Lady, 
and the beats of DJ Kookum.

Dress to impress as you mingle your way through a 
series of performances and activations between the 
Museum of Vancouver and Indian Summer Festival’s 
PAUSE Pavilion by the sea.

This event includes changing locations with a 10 minute walk 
over a grassy knoll. It is possible to drive instead of walk.

Slip on a hat, slap on some sunscreen, pack a picnic blanket 
and bring the whole family out to join us in the sunshine!

PAUSE in the Park will feature:

• Canadian Premiere of Paisley Smith and Lawrence Paul     
Yuxweluptun’s Virtual Reality Experience Unceded Territories
• All-ages collage workshop with Indian Summer Festival 
Cover Art Feature Artist Sara Khan

• Visual art and performances.

Grab a delicious lunch from a food truck standing by to 
keep you fed and relaxing in the sunshine. If it looks like rain 
we will move everything inside to the Museum of Vancouver.

WHERE

TICKETS

SUPPORTING PARTNER

SUNDAY

JULY 14
11AM-2PM

PAUSE Pavilion
Sen á̓ḵw 

(pronounced Sun’ahk, currently 
known as Vanier Park)

1600 Whyte Ave, Vancouver
(Behind Bard on the Beach)

FREE



Come As You Are with Gurpreet Chana

OMNIPRESENCE 
THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTAL

KIRTAN (EXHIBITION RESPONSE)

MEDICINE FOR A NIGHTMARE
(they called, we responded)

Come As You Are with Gurpreet Chana

OMNIPRESENCE 
THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTAL

KIRTAN (EXHIBITION RESPONSE)

MEDICINE FOR A NIGHTMAREMEDICINE FOR A NIGHTMARE

Talk & Performance with Gurpreet Chana
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WHERE

TICKETS

WEDNESDAY

JULY 10, 6:00PM

Audain Gallery,
149 W Hastings St, 
Vancouver

Free
No registration required

Responding to the historical references and contemporary 
practices represented in Nep Sidhu’s Medicine for a 
Nightmare (they called, we responded) this participatory 
performance with musician Gurpreet Chana will take place 
within Sidhu’s exhibition at the Audain Gallery. Nep Sidhu 
will also be in attendance.

Kirtan is a means of musically transforming a community 
gathering into Sangat, which is a form of fellowship speci� c 
to the Sikh faith that is open to all, for all. In arriving by 
means of sonic resonance, one can � nd themselves closer 
to the formlessness and namelessness of being. Kirtan, as 
shared within Sidhu’s exhibition, is an invitation for the 
public to come as they are, co-creating a collective and 
lived musical experience.

*THESE ARE THE WORDS OF WAHEGURU AS SHARED THROUGH GURU ARJAN DEV 
JI, THE 5TH GURU OF THE SIKHS. THIS SHABAD IS ON PAGE 107 – 108 OF THE SRI 
GURU GRANTH SAHIB JI AND COMPOSED IN THE MAAJH RAAG.

In dialogue with the material conditions and conceptual 
concerns of Nep Sidhu’s exhibition Medicine for a Nightmare 
(they called, we responded), this talk and performance with 
musician Gurpreet Chana will take place within the Audain 
Gallery. The artist, Nep Sidhu, will also be present.

Utilizing instinct and skill, sound technologists have helped to 
propel the transformative study of being through feeling and 
instrumental materiality. Chana will explore these inheritances 
through a performance with a variety of instruments. The 
Hang (a metal sound sculpture) connects the sounds of the 
Japanese classical Ake Bono scale with steel drum acoustics 
alongside the hollow bass of the South Indian Ghatham and 
African Udu drum. The TABLIX (Chana’s digitally integrated 
tabla), invokes sounds of time-honoured traditions for in� nite 
possibilities of the ancient and the now.

WHERE

TICKETS

CO-PRESENTING PARTNER

CO-PRESENTING PARTNER

TUESDAY

JULY 9, 6:00PM

Free
No registration required

Audain Gallery,
149 W Hastings St, 

Vancouver

“Your humble servant, who obtains the Medicine 
of the Naam, is rid of the illnesses of countless 
lifetimes and incarnations, so sing the Kirtan … 
Th is is the most fruitful occupation.” 
– Sri Guru Granth Sahib*



FEATURE
ARTIST
SARA
KHAN

Sara Khan + Zoya Siddiqui
ARTIST TALK

@mindforking
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sara-khan.com

Every year, Indian Summer Festival 
invites a visual artist to create a work 
of art in response to the festival’s 
annual theme. Over the years, the 
festival has featured a range of 

artists, both local and international, 
established and emerging including 

contemporary artist Bharti Kher, graphic 
novelist Orijit Sen, painter Bhajju Shyam 
and muralist Sandeep Johal. 

This year’s featured artist is Sara Khan. 
Sara was born in Birmingham, England, 

raised in Lahore, Pakistan and now calls 
Vancouver home. 

“I scrutinize the repulsion and beauty found in ordinary 
spaces and situations, and question the normalcy of 
the seemingly mundane matters in life,” she says of 
her work, which has been featured in national and 
international exhibitions. 

Sara created a specially commissioned work for 
this year’s festival theme: Tricksters, Magicians and 
Oracles. Titled ‘Dancer’, this powerful artwork features 
a human � gure with an animal head, evoking play, 
performance, shapeshifting and transformation.

Sara Khan’s sumptuous watercolours invoke a magical 
realm where personal memories mix with exotic plants and 
outlandish characters, all spread across organic � elds of 
pattern and colour. With her show Suraj Kinare (an Urdu 
phrase meaning “the edge of the sun”), Khan evokes her 
own sense of identity, suspended between the cultures of 
her childhood home in Pakistan and her current home in 
Canada. Each painting features imagery inspired by the 
architecture of buildings, walls, and domestic spaces found 
throughout Pakistan, often intermingling with people both 
real and imagined, in an abstract world; the recurrent motif 
of the window, in particular, suggests an aspiration towards 
the magical possibilities of elsewhere. Though partly 
inspired by the miniature painting traditions of Central and 
Southern Asia, Khan’s work is a more idiosyncratic, open-
ended vision, allowing for a migrant identity rooted in ethnic 
heritage while mobile enough to incorporate the shapes, 
symbols, and sights of a liquid, globalized world.

Meet Sara Khan at the Surrey Art Gallery for an in-depth 
discussion of the works on display in Suraj Kinare. She 
will be joined by Zoya Siddiqui, artist and coordinator of 
residencies at the Vancouver Bienalle, to speak about her 
personal background, artistic in� uences, and the themes that 
have informed the development of her paintings. 
Suraj Kinare is on display until August 31.

WHERE

TICKETS

THURSDAY

JULY 11, 7:00PM

Surrey Art Gallery,
13750 88 Avenue, Surrey

Free
No registration required

CO-PRESENTING PARTNER
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A Public Art Project curated by Indian Summer Festival
Featuring the work of Susan Point & Orijit Sen

A Public Art Project curated by Indian Summer Festival
Featuring the work of Susan Point & Orijit Sen
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As Minister of Canadian Heritage and Multiculturalism, I would like to 
thank all the dedicated organizers, talented artists and hard-working 
volunteers who helped bring this year’s Indian Summer Festival to life. 
Thank you for giving Vancouver audiences the opportunity to enjoy diverse, 
world-class cultural experiences from Canada, South Asia and beyond.

As Founding Partner of the Indian Summer Festival, Simon Fraser University 
is delighted to welcome you to this ninth annual celebration of arts, culture 
and ideas. True to our mission to be Canada’s most community engaged 
research university, we are honoured to be part of the festival and look 
forward to connecting with friends old and new.

Welcome to the 2019 edition of the Indian Summer Festival. Fun and 
thought-provoking cultural events are a wonderful way to showcase 
diversity and bring British Columbians closer together. We all bene� t from 
getting out to enjoy the arts and engage in discussion that re� ects our 
inclusive communities, and I wish everyone a fantastic experience!

On behalf of the citizens of Vancouver and my colleagues on City Council, 
I want to send my sincere best wishes for the Indian Summer Festival.
Vancouver is proud of its vibrant multicultural community, one which Indian 
Summer Festival both promotes and advances. This vibrant festival offers 
an incredible platform for emerging artists, along with Nobel, Pulitzer, 
Grammy and Oscar winning global artists. Our city is enriched by the 
incredible dialogues, performances and collaborations, and the caliber of 
the artists. I want to thank everyone who works so hard to make this event 
a great success. Have a wonderful festival.

THE HONOURABLE PABLO RODRIGUEZ

MINISTER OF CANADIAN HERITAGE

ANDREW PETTER

PRESIDENT AND VICE CHANCELLOR, SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

THE HONOURABLE JOHN HORGAN

PREMIER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

KENNEDY STEWART

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF VANCOUVER

MESSAGES FROM 
             OUR SUPPORTERS

Indian Summer Festival asked two celebrated artists to respond to 
the idea of Punjabi Market as a place of gathering, commerce, 
continuity of cultural tradition and food.

To Susan Point, one of the city’s most revered art practitioners, 
the themes immediately found resonance in her existing 
artwork ‘Three Rivers’. The work was inspired by her son’s 
property where you can have a foot each in the Fraser 
and Quesnel rivers, and where the clear waters of a third 
waterway, Baker Creek, join them. To her, this signi� ed a 
meeting place not only for the rivers, but also for her family, 
who have traditionally enjoyed gathering there. In the 
contemporary Salish style, each of the rivers is represented 
by a salmon head motif. Interestingly, the area around Main 
Street would have once been a river teeming with salmon.

Renowned Indian graphic novelist Orijit Sen responded to 
Susan Point’s work with another kind of weaving together; 
in the form of the textiles and carpets sold traditionally in 
markets in Punjab for centuries, and in Vancouver’s Punjabi 
Market as well. His work shows a woman seated on the 
� oor, weaving a traditional ‘Dhurrie’ on a handloom. The 
pattern-based motifs in both artists work speak to each other 
in a sort of visual ‘jugalbandhi’ or duet.

WHERE

ALL SUMMER

Main Street, 
between 48th and 51st



3837

ACCESSIBLE 
INDIAN SUMMER

INDIAN SUMMER 
IN THE COMMUNITY

At the heart of Indian Summer is a desire for an inclusive, diverse, and culturally-rich 
society. We aim to not only remove barriers to access our events, but to also celebrate 
and normalize diverse entry-points to enrich the festival programming as a space for 
everyone. We strive to meet access requests, and continue to re� ect on and develop 
our accessibility and outreach programming.

In order to foster a welcoming and safe space for queer and genderqueer people, 
Indian Summer Festival provides training for our staff, board, and volunteers about 
language, assumptions, and heteronormativity. We offer complimentary tickets for 
QTPOC communities and individuals, and we have gender subverting signage on 
washrooms at indoor venues.

All of the below ticket options are subject to availability

If you have an access request, would like to ask questions/offer feedback about the 
accessibility of Indian Summer Festival events, or if you would like to book tickets 
through our community ticketing program, please contact Laura June Albert at engage@
indiansummerfestival.ca, or by phone at +1 604 283 9172.

Free tickets are available for populations served by social services organizations and 
to community organizations whose members face economic barriers, as well as to 
low-income individuals.

Free tickets are available for Indigenous individuals and community groups to attend 
Indian Summer Festival events. 

With respect and admiration for Indigenous land stewardship and governance, 
and in the spirit of collaboration, Indian Summer Festival strives to foster meaningful 
interactions between Indigenous and South Asian artistic visions, voices, and practices.

2019 offers a full roster of free programming, with free events (including performances, 
art talks, panels, workshops, and exhibits) every single day of our festival. Check out 
our website for up to date information.

COMMUNITY TICKETING

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY TICKETING

FREE PROGRAMMING

LGBTQIA2+ INCLUSIVITY

100% of Indian Summer Festival’s indoor venues have wide and � at entrances, access 
to ramps/elevators, and wheelchair and scooter accessible washrooms; please see 
descriptions online for venue-speci� c information.

MOBILITY ACCESS

A complimentary ticket will be provided (subject to availability) to anyone requiring a 
companion for mobility assistance.

COMPANION TICKETING

We offer early entry and/or assigned priority seating for people with invisible disability, 
low vision, or chronic pain. Contact us to prearrange.

PRIORITY & ASSIGNED SEATING

Strings for Peace World Premiere: Blind and Low Vision Reception. 
Register online or call 604 283 9172
Friday, July 12 at the Chan Centre, 6265 Crescent Rd, Vancouver.
Reception: 6:45pm in the Chan Centre RBC Cinema
Concert: 8:00pm in the Chan Centre Concert Hall

Exclusive Reception for Blind and Low Vision guests and their companions. This event 
will centre and privilege the sensory experiences of people who are blind and partially 
sighted.

Indian Summer Festival invites members of the blind and low vision community to an 
exclusive pre-concert experience featuring a talk and touch-tour led by Hriday Buddhdev. 
Guests will have the opportunity to feel the shape and structure of the instrument, sit up 
close to absorb the musical chemistry, hear the introspective resonance, and experience 
the sensory movements of playing the music with the hand over hand method.

Guests who are blind or partially sighted are eligible for complimentary companion 
ticketing (subject to availability) and priority seating. Indian Summer Festival is 
proud to partner with VocalEye to increase the accessibility of our programming to 
audience members who are blind and partially sighted.

LOW VISION FRIENDLY

We recognize that audio-centric events made accessible by translation are 
inadequate for the poetics of sign language. Working in collaboration with artists, we 
strive to program meaningful events outside of audio-centric and surface translation 
presentations. ASL is also available upon request.

ARTISTIC SIGN LANGUAGE

Indian Summer Festival emails all ticket holders requesting that attendees refrain from 
wearing scented products at all of our events, though our venues do not have scent-free 
policies in place. 

SCENT

FEATURE EVENT: EXCLUSIVE INVITATION 
FOR GUESTS WITH SIGHT LOSS
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Indian Summer Arts Society is a 
Vancouver-based charitable, not-
for-pro� t secular arts organization. 
Our mandate is to offer daring multi-
arts events that catalyze and inspire 
audiences and artists in a spirit of 
dialogue and global citizenship. 
To achieve our mandate, in 2011 
we founded the annual Indian 
Summer Festival. 

Our curatorial practice is to center 
and amplify South Asian voices 
in conversation with other artistic 
communities. Each year, the festival 
presents provocative arts events that 
feature some of the � nest artists and 
visionaries from Canada, South Asia 
and beyond. From novelists to DJs, 
social entrepreneurs to Bollywood 
stars, Indian Summer Festival has 
presented emerging artists as well 
as Nobel, Booker, Grammy and 
Oscar prize nominees on its stages.

Sirish Rao Co-Founder & Artistic Director
Laura Byspalko Co-Founder & Managing Director
Almira Bardai Communications & Development Manager
Gillian Cofsky Finance & Operations Manager
Laura June Albert Community Engagement & Project Manager
Mimi Abrahams Production Manager
Alex Henderson Artist Services Coordinator
Baljeet Singh Box Offi ce Assistant
Harjot Parmar Communications Assistant
Irene Wong Production Assistant
Jesse Cheung Box Offi ce & Administrative Coordinator
Julia Prezotto Digital Content Specialist
Katie Bishop Marketing Coordinator
Lucy Wang Volunteer Assistant
Pawan Deol PAUSE Production Manager
Rob Eccles Communications Designer
Saakshi Mehta Box Offi ce Assistant
Samar Sidhu Volunteer Coordinator
Sandy Pandher Front of House Manager
Sarah Prato Logistics Assistant
Yongyou Yui Eisuke Woon Events Assistant

Deepa Mehta
Jas Sandhu
Michael Stevenson
Pankaj Agarwal
Prem Gill
Ratana Stephens
Sandy Garossino
Sukesh Kumar
Vik Khanna
Vikram Vij

Neeta Soni Chair
Abhishaek Rawal Vice Chair
Vishal Hiralal Treasurer
Meena Dhillon Secretary
Videsh Kapoor Director
Joti Dhesi Director 
Am Johal Director

ABOUT US JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION

IndianSummerCND

IndianSummerCanada

IndianSummerFestival

Indian Summer Festival Canada

Indian Summer Festival Canada

#ISF2019

#WHEREWORLDSMEET

INDIAN SUMMER FESTIVAL IS PRODUCED BY 
INDIAN SUMMER ARTS SOCIETY, A NOT-FOR-
PROFIT CHARITABLE ARTS ORGANIZATION 
ESTABLISHED IN 2011 IN VANCOUVER, CANADA.                                        
SOCIETY NUMBER  808864409RR0001

ADDRESS

PHONE

GENERAL INQUIRIES

WEBSITE

#201-1880 Fir Street
Vancouver, BC V6J 3B1

604 283 9172

info@indiansummerfest.ca

indiansummerfest.ca

2019 ADVISORY 
COUNCIL

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
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“Indian Summer has made 
a name for itself as one 

of the city’s most vibrant 
and eclectic festivals.” 

— Th e Georgia Straight
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Anne Giardini
Bard on the Beach
Bohdan Zajcew
Books 2 Prisoners
Bill Bowler
Charlie Smith
Cherryl Masters
Cheyanne Turions 
Christine Oviedo
D’Ann Madsen 
Dee LeCompte
Diana Freundl
Dianne O’Brian
Gayle Farrell
Guy Oulette
Joanne Curry

Jordan Strom
Joyce Connors
Kamala Todd
Karan Suri
Kerry Uchida
Marcia Belluce
Mark Friesen
Mauro Vescera
Patrick Pennefather
Robin Turnill
Samantha Mills
Shane Ellis
Shushma Datt
Stephanie Bokenfohr
Steph Kirkland / VocalEye
Smith Sound

The schedule, artists and performers may change 
without notice. We apologize to anyone we may have 
missed in this program. Omissions are inadvertent or 
due to print deadlines. 

Please see our website for the most up-to-date details.
 
indiansummerfest.ca

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Caleigh Mayer
Kristine Cofsky
Nick Siu 
Syed Mustafa

Apple Cats Media
Art Left Creative
Rafael Terozi
Spiro

Jive PR & Digital

EventBrite

Tech Butlers Support Ltd.
Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers who have 
given so generously of their time and energy to 
make this festival possible!

In addition to our fabulous artists, partners, patrons, 
sponsors, advisors and team, the festival has been 
made possible with the support of many well-wishers 
whom we acknowledge with deep gratitude.

PHOTOGRAPHERSINDIVIDUALS

VIDEOGRAPHERS

MEDIA RELATIONS

BOX OFFICE

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
VOLUNTEERS

We are proud to be a patron-powered festival, made possible largely because of the 
generosity and support of a community of individuals who share our vision for a diverse, 
inclusive and culturally-rich society. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to this visionary group:

OUR PATRONS CIRCLE

JOIN OUR PATRONS CIRCLE

Rita & Pankaj Agarwal
Asha Fraser
Sunita & Sukesh Kumar
Shahin & Asgar Virji

Lori & Dr Arun Garg
Randy & Monika Garg
Lynn & Ashok Katey
Hitesh Kothary & Andrea Hawkes
Padam Misri
Michael Stevenson & Jan Whitford
Tracey & Anibal Valente
Van Gogh Designs Furniture Ltd
Cynnie Woodward

Priya Anand
Jason Boudreau

Hardeep S. Bhugra
Rupa Gopinath

Gulnaaz Lalji
Mac MacDonald

Garth McAlister
David Pais

Anil Patade
Ian Pit�eld

Neeta Soni

Sony Pari & Dr Ray Grewal
Maheb & Parviz Nathoo

Anuja & Praveen Varshney
Michael Alexander & Dianna Waggoner

 Ravi Sidhoo, East India Carpets
Zena Henriquez LUMINARIES

FAMILY FRIENDS
FRIENDS

BENEFACTORS

CURATORS

The festival depends on people like you who have felt the exhilarating power of our work 
and want others to experience it too. With your donation of $500+, you join our Patrons 
Circle and enjoy numerous bene�ts, including exclusive invitations to Patrons Circle events, 
festival tickets packages, charitable tax receipts, VIP experiences, recognition, and more.

Join our circle at indiansummerfest.ca/join-us 
Or email connect@indiansummerfest.ca or phone (604) 283-9172
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